Free  Remarks,  $*c. 

W E  are  told  in  ancient  history  that  if  »  u 
tion  of  a  very  innocent  -W,as  the  invc<ca- 

accused;  «0  that  mine  ZT^a  fZ"  Wh°  Was  fa,se|y 
Th,s  he  sanl,  that  he  mitflitSl  £  f  "tten  a  Book."/ 
that  were  laid  against  h  ni  S  w,ole  of 'he  Charges1 
modern  times,  and  had  a" out™ £JK£ hT  ^  * 
the  age,  Ins  wish  would  proh-h???  h  \*™<  w'  iter  of 

^h.const^^^^ 

composition.    They  are  indeed  tr  'l      °"  y  I9  ofori?'na 
pve  consequence  to  the  Author  vSSLtTT^  and  if  V 
Tuke's,  a  monument  of  ge„  „«'  !,f00*let.,t  be  S  Mr. 

genius,  a>re  perennius. 

o  the  oiw,  0f  ^  ™»  «  » bsolutely  necessary 
<(  erv,ce  t0  the  welfare  of  Luetic,  1  y  be  °f  essenlial 
ift"  Of  ^rse,  he  stppo  £ it  win?  P<"?  0/  Me 
read,    f  sincerely  wish  it  mav  Ihl    L         be  nn™ersallu 

actly  the  same  reason  be  doe?  «  HPgh  ^^P8  fo'  ex- 
thmks  well  of  it  :_I__be"°uS-   j  He,  probably,  because  he 

With  it  an  antidote  to  th,r  p         ,10pe  11  wil1  carry  alon^ 
W  to  dissent.0  to  JaTof  WhiCh  he  "  favour! 
"deter  Mr.  H.  (n  9  u    "?  censure,  however  will 

as*  r  r ia  £3S&v  d0>*$ 

This  is  doubtless  boldly  said  2hi .u  pub,lc  and  himself." 
was  ^imm.neiu-he  ireKrrJhe  "^0f  crit^*» 
and  sends  the  bantling  Z H*T \l  °T  comP^  a  Boole 
lections  on  its  head  "In  „!l    ,u  °rld'  "  with  all  its  imper' 

?th  pf  ocober,"  a  s  2tas*j*a  app-r 
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fch:  does  indeed  assign  another  reason  for  "  such  a  step," 
and  that  is  (p.  2.)  "  to  convince  the  public  at  large  and  the 
"  Gustos  Kotulorum  of  the  West-Riding  of  Yorkshire,  by 
"  whom  he  has  been  selected  for  the  Bench  of  Magistrates, 
"  that  his  conduct  had  not  in  any  respect  disgraced  his 
"choice."  Mr.  H.  I  think,  with  great  modesty,  does  not 
expect  his  conduct  to  have  honoured  the  choice,  he  only 
"  feels  anxious  that  it  has  not  disgraced  it."  On  that 
ground  therefore  his  Boole  must  be  understood,  and  on  that 
ground  it  must  be  examined. 

Notwithstanding  "  the  r leasing  hope  (p.  26.)  Mr. 
"  H.  indulges  that  he  shall  be  found  to  have  laid  before  the 
"  noble  Earl  and  the  public,  a  candid  and  impartial  state- 
"  merit  of  the  proceedings  which  have  lately  taken  place 
f*  respecting  the  York  Asylum"  ;  I  cannot  help  thinking 
he  is  under  a  Utile  delusion.  And  I  beg  the  "  Noble  Earl  and 
tile  public  at  large,"  (to  whose  Tribunal  I  appeal,  as  Mr.  H* 
has  done)  to  suspend  their  decision  about  the  disgiace,  until 
they  see  whether  this  candid  and  impartial  statement  does 
not  abound  with  contradictions,  unfounded  assertions,  mu- 
tilated representations ;  unbecoming  insinuations  and  indelicate 
disclosures, 

Mr.  li.  in  justification  of  his  appeal  to  the  publichefore. 
he  made  a  representation  to  the  governors  of  abuses  in  the 
■  Asylum;  observes  (p.  5.)  "after  he  was  told  that  such 
"jraen  as  Mason,  Burgh,  and  Withers,  had  failed  in  their 
<f  application,  he  did  not  think  it  very  likely  that  he  should 
*'  succeed."  Did  not  Mr.  H.  know  that  these  gentlemen  had 
been  long  dead  ?  Dr.  Hunter  himself  was  dead,  who 
"  appears,  Mr.  H.  says  (p.  12.)  no  sooner  to  have  obtained 
"  the  power  into  his  hands  than  he  abused  it,"  and  was 
succeeded  in  the  office  of  Physician  by  Di%  Best,  of  whom 
Mr.  H.  declares  in  his  letter  1 1th  November,  181.3,  ¥  he 
never  heard  but  with  respect  in  his  life,"  and  whoy  he  now 
thinks  (p.  27.)  "  will  give  good  medical  advice." 

Had  not  Mr.  H.  chanced  to  hear  or  know  that  the  con- 
test between  the  above  three  Gentlemen  and  Dr.  Hunter 
originated  from  Political  and  Personal  animosities/and  that 
it  terminated  in  1795? — Could  the  present  Governors  in- 
herit the  prejudices  of  that  day? — Of  the  Old  Governors 
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Reasons"  wh.Vh  h    i         u-!1]"-^  have  had  some  44  other 

epoUghstocwoi;ieca;r not  beeu  canm  ^ 

Mr.  I?"  "JoTcktril"  thet°UtSet  °f  his  L«*>tic  *W»fi 
:8foCr°      U   's    lnDst  <-xtra<,rdinanj   and  C0,^a- 

mit  *ii  cause  as  he  cn  '  ,u13-   A1.6  never  did  suh" 

his  evidence  ha f~ «,  w    '  A'  .8  ^a6fe'-"°t  a  tittle  of 

«PP°int<i  ^1  "™  b"e  «P"»«"»t»n  of  ,  fc. 

«m  sua  suus? 

"paner lw„  ?  '  3  been  circulated  in  several  news- 
"  Goven,oPrs  oT,US  °  ?"  ?PP°"*%  being  afforded  to  he 
"  complahn  "  1  regU'ar  lnvestiS«i°°  of  the  grounds  of  the 
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Mr.  H.  doubtless,  has  never  forgot,  and  yet  feels  the 
keenness  of  this  rebuke ;  and  curiously  wishes  (p.  6)  "  a 
"  Committee  hao*  been  appointed  to  examine  into  this  case 
"  of  Vicars,"  as  if  a  Committee  of  the  same  persons  could 
have  been  more  satisfactory  than  the  persons  themselves, 
"who  paid  a  long  and  serious  attention  to  the  charge,  and 
were  unanimous  in  their  determination. 

Subsequently,  however,  a  Committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  the  cases  of  Wilson,  Schorey,  Kidd,  Arundell, 
and  the  Two  Thirkells.  The  Committee  submit  the  result 
of  their  inquiries  to  an  adjourned  Quarterly  Court,  consist- 
ing of  66  Governors.  "  Martha  Kidd  is  found  not  to  have 
"  been  kept  so  clean  as  she  should  have  been,  and  some  of 
"  the  Keepers  are  stated  to  have  conducted  themselves  in 
u  a  very  reprehensible  manner  to  Mr.  and  Mrs,  SchoreyT — ■ 
Notwithstanding  this  decision,  Mr*  H.  asserts  in  his  Letter 
to  the  Governors,  August,  1814,  "  That  it  does  not  appear 
"  that  any  of  the  Persons  (viz.  Officers  and  Servants)  have 
"been  censured  for  their  conduct."  And  the  Governors 
further  resolve,  "  That  in  the  cases  of  George  Arundel; 
64  John  Thirkell,  Richard  Thirkell,  and  of  Mr.  Wilson,  (all 
"  of  which  had  been  collected,  prepared,  and  presented 
"  by  Mr.  H.)  n©  sufficient  ground  of  censure  has  been 
"  t  stablished."  The  Depositions  taken  by  the  Committee 
having  been  read. 

Three  days  after  these  decisions  of  the  Quarterly  Court, 
viz.  10th  January,  1814,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the 
York  Herald,  Mr.  H.  "  thinks  it  right  to  state  to  the  public, 
**  that  he  is  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  late 
«'  Meeting  of  the  Governors,  and  is  persuaded  that  the 
*«  Patients  are  treated  with  as  mnch  care,  humanity,  and 
*'  attention,  as  circumstances  will  admit  of;" — and  yet  ever 
since,  has  Mr.  H.  been  endeavouring  to  inflame  the  public 
mind  and  defame  the  Institution  by  an  affidavit,  where  he 
offers  to  swear  what  nobody  but  Earl  Fitzwilliam  knows,— 
by  false  insinuations, — by  scurrilous,  unjustifiable  repre- 
sentations to  the  House  of  Lords,- — and  by  his  most  atro- 
cious and  insulting  Letter  to  the  Governors  in  .August  last, 
repeating  again  his  Charges,  and  arraigning  again  the  de« 


cisions  with  which  he  had  already  declared  himself  perfectly 
satisfied.  Is  this  consistency  of  conduct  ?  Is  this  a  fair  and 
manly  mode  of  correcting  supposed  abuses  ?  Does  it  not  ra- 
ther betray  a  querulous  and  captious  restlessness  of  temper  ? 

And  his  reasons  for  persevering  in  this  discontented 
humour,  are  particularly  extraordinary  (p.  28)  ;  "  What  he 
"  has  stated  respecting  the  cases  of  Thirkell  and  Wilson,  he 
"  wrote  down  from  the  mouths  of  the  witnesses,  but  does 
not  know  what  passed  before  the  Committee," — so  that 
Mr.  H.  thinks  the  viva  voce  evidence  which  he  received,  is 
to  be  rated  higher  than  the  depositions  taken  on  oath  before 
the  Committee. 

Very  well,  Mr.  H. ! — mighty  complimentary  and  re- 
spectful to  6(5  Governors,  with  the  Archbishop  of  York 
at  their  head!  "  Still  Mr.  H.  hopes  (p.  11)  such  a  respect- 
"  able  body  of  Gentlemen  will  pardon  him." — All  that  I 
shall  say  on  that  subject,  is,  they  are  much  to  blame  if  they 
do;  for  they  will  give  encouragement  to  a  disposition  that 
may  be  extremely  injurious  to  an  establishment  they  profess 
to  support. 

I  wish  here  to  correct  another  error  of  Mr.  If  s,  (p.  28) 
be  says,,  "  When  these  cases  were  finished,  Mr.  Nicollpro- 
"  posed  to  proceed  with  others;  but  the  Committee  re^- 
solved,  that  there  was  no  occasion,  as  no  one  any  longer 
"  objected  to  a  general  investigation."— I  should  have 
thought  that  very  reason  would  have  induced  them  to  pro- 
ceed. But  I  ask  Mr.  Nicol|whether  this  statement  be  true  f 
and  whether  the  reason  (as  I  have  heard)  why  he  did  not 
proceed  with  some  cases,  which  he  said  he  held  in  his  hand, 
was  not  because  he  had  no  evidence  to  support  them  ?  But 
Mr.  H.'s  mistakes  are  without  number, — he  himself  has 
acknowledged  two  in  the  last  page  of  his  last  Letter, 

Any  writer  may  inadvertently  commit  an  error,  but 
when  he  makes  a  wilful  misstatement  his  conduct  is  un- 
pardonable. Whether  Mr.  H.  has  done  this,  we  may  col- 
lect from  an  assertion  in  Dr.  Best's  Letter,  dated  2d  April, 
1814,  which  has  not  yet  been  contradicted,  viz.  "  That  he 
has  laboured  to  mislead  and  inflame  the  public  mind  to 
w  the  deep  prejudice  of  individuals,  by  an  insinuation, 
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"  which,  at  the  time  he  was  bringing  it  forward,  he  knew  i* 
"  be  wholly  unfounded  " — This  relates  to  the  "  Locks  of  the 
Handcuffs,"  which  were  found  in  the  Cells,  now  called  by 
Mr.  H.'s  name,  "  being  entirely  filled  up,  and  the  hinges 
"  obliterated  by  rust,  so  that  the  most  casual  inspector 
<s  must  have  seen  they  could  not  have  been  employed  for  a 
"  long  series  of  years." — This  counter- charge  receives, 
confirmation  from  the  atonement  Mr.  H.  endeavoured  to 
make  at  the  ensuing  Quarterly  Court,  by  supporting,  and, 
I  believe,  seconding  a  Resolution,  "  That  the  Chain  found 
•*  in  one  of  the  four  Cells,  was  in  that  state  of  rust  and 
"  decay,  that  it  could  not  have  been  used  for  a  considerable 
"  length  of  time." 

The  mischief  however,  was  already  done,  for  Mr.  H* 
on  the  very  day  that  he  had  made  this  notable  discovery  ; 
He  suffered  not  his  eyes  to  sleep,  nor  his  eye  lids  to  slumber 
until  he  had  wtirlen  an  accountof  it  to  the  Editor  of  the  Don- 
caster  Gazette,  that  he  might  communicate  the  joyful  news 
to  his  friends  in  that  neighbourhood.  Whatever  his  sensa«. 
tions  may  be,  Mr.  H.  I  believe,  has  not  declared  whether  he 
ever  regretted  this  Publication,  which  subjected  him  to  so 
severe  a  reply. 

Whilst  I  am  on  this  subject  of  contradictions,  I  must 
observe,  that  the  case  of  Aruvdetl  was  examined  on  the 
testimony  of  witnesses  sent  by  Mr.  H.  and  yet  he  says, 
(p.  10)  "  he  never  meant  to  attach  blame  in  this  case."— 
Why  then  did  he  state  it  and  bring  it  before  the  Governors? 

I  shall  now  refer  to  the  cose  of  Thirkell,  to  which 
Mr.H.  is  so  fond  of  alluding,  notwithstanding  the  Governor* 
had  decided  there  was  no  ground  of  censure  established 
with  respect  to  him,  and  Mr.  H.  had  publicly  expressed 
himself  satisfied  with  the  decision ; — as  a  proof  that  Mr.  H. 
will  assert  things  that  are  not  always  minutely  correct. 

In  Mr.  H.'s  extraordinary  and  intemperate  Letter,  pub- 
lished in  August  last,  which  has  been  so  universally  repro- 
bated, that  nobody  can  speak  of  it  without  censure,  and  of 
which  Mr.  H.  himself  seems  to  be  not  a  little  ashamed, 
(p.  18)  he  "  calls  for  justice  in  the  name  of  all  those  Per- 
"  sons  whose  violent  deaths  are  so  stated  in  the  Books,  as 
"  to  disguise  the  facts,  and  that  when  a  Man  s  brains  are 
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^dashed  out,  lie  is  entered  in  the  Books,  died."1 — From  the 
generality  of  the  expression,  one  would  imagine  these  kind 
of  accidents  weie  as  common  as  Mr.  PL's  mistakes;  but  it 
must  be  understood  to  be  nothing  more  than  his  usual 
phraseology,  or  habitual  manner  of  expressing  himself,  for 
he  only  produces  one  solitary  instance  in  proof  of  his 
^assertion,  and  that  is  t he  death  of  Thirkell,  who,  as  he  says, 
(without  any  further  evidence)  "  had  his  brains  dashed  out, 
(p.  Qft  and  who  is  entered  in  the  Books,  died"* — Of  course, 
the  world  supposes  that  is  all  that  is  said  in  the  Books  about 
him  ;  but  is  this  so  ?— -Let  us  refer  to  the  Books,  and  let 
them  speak  for  themselves,  and  let  Mr.  H.  be  a  listner. 

In  the  Order  Book  we  find  the  following  entry  : 

At  an  Annual  Court,  held  20th  August,  1808,  Ordered, 
**-  That  a  Copy  of  the  Coroner's  Verdict,  respecting  the 
*  death  of  John  Thirkell  be  procured  and  inserted  in  the 
M  Order  Book,  together  with  the  Special  Report  made  upon 
"  the  occasion,  and  signed  by  the  Foreman,  by  order  of  the 
^Jury." 

The  following  Report  is  consequently  entered  : 

"  To  prevent  any  injurious  and  false  reports,  such  as  are 
often  circulated  on  occasions  similar  to  the  present,  the  Jmy 
appointed  to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  John  Thir- 
kell's  '  eath,  which  took  place  at  the  York  Lunatic  Asylum, 
on  the  lPth  of  the  present  month,  think  it  an  act  of  justice 
due  to  the  various  Persons  concerned  in  the  Superintendance 
and  Management  of  that  Institution,  to  declare  that  they 
consider  the  death  of  the  above-mentioned  Person  as  an  un- 
avoidable accident,  and  for  which  no  blame  whatever  can 
be  imputed  either  to  the  Servants  or  Superintendants  of  the 
Asylum. 

By  Order  of  the  Jury, 

DEAN  WOLSTENHOLME, 
Foreman." 

May  2lsf,  1808. 


*  The  way  by  which  ThiyketJ  came  to  his  death,  as  reported  by  one  of 
the  Coroner's  Jury,  is  this  :  That  he  and  another  Patient  were  playing  or 
iightiny,  and  as  the  other  was  rnfmihg!  away  from  him,  Thiikeli's  foot,  in  the 
eagerness  of  puisnit,  sl*p>ed,aad  he  fell  with  his  head  against  \ha  plinth  of  a 
•JpftU,  and  fractured  his  s!>nJ!, 


In  case  Mr.  H.  doubts  the  accuracy  or  wishes  to  bav<e 
further  information  in  this  matter,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  Nina 
to  the  noble  Lord  who  signed  the  order,  Wentwortii 
Fitzwilli  a  m.  How  highly  musi  bis  Lordship  think  his 
Magistracy  honoured  by  this  instance  of  Mr.  justice  H's 
candour  and  impartiality  !  / 

Let  us  now  attend  his  Worship  to  the  Pontefract 
Sessions  : 

Accustomed  as  I  have  always  been  highly  to  respect 
the  West  Riding  Magistrates  in  general,  I  feel  a  sensible 
pride  that  my  sentiments  correspond  with  theirs,  on  the 
subject  of  the  affidavit  offered  by  Mr.  H.  to  be  sworn  before 
them.  I  am  not  afraid  of  contradiction  when  I  challenge 
the  annals  of  Quarter  Sessions  to  produce  a  similar  circum- 
stance. 

A  Magistrate  voluntarily  and  it  appears  unnecessarily, 
tenders  to  about  twenty  brother  Magistrates,  a  written 
statement  of  facts  with  which  they  have  no  concern,  but  are 
connected  with  the  York  Asylum,  to  the  truth  of  which, 
he  offers  to  swear.  These  facts,  however,  contrary  to  his 
usual  candour  and  impartiality, he  now  conceals  from  all  the 
rest  of  the  world  except  Lord  F.  ;  but  he  makes  ample 
amends  by  offering  to  swfar  to  "many  more  circumstances, 

very  disgraceful  to  the  management  of  the  York  Asylum, 
"  which  he  could  name"  but  does  not,  "  apprehending  he 
"  has  stated  quite  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  consider 
#<  seriously  the  situation  of  the  Paupers  sent  by  them  to 

that  place."  In  this,  however  Ue  is  mistaken,  for  the 
Magistrates  neither  receive  his  oath  nor  hear  it  read  ;  (p.  16.) 
**■  upon  the  propriety  of  this  measure  there  was  no  difference 
P  of  opinion."  I  dare  say  that  was  the  case: — how  could  it 
be  otherwise  ?-— they  were  wise  enough  to  know  they  had 
no  power  over  the  Asylum— for  whatever  Mr.  H.  may  think 
about  the  right  and  duty  of  Magistrates  to  protect  their 
Lunatic  Paupers,  (p.  18.)-—  they  have  no  more  right,  as 
Magistrates,  to  send  or  visit  Paupers  there,  than  any  other 
indifferent  person  ; — and  if  I,  as  a  Governor,  was  standing 
at  the  door  of  the  Asylum  when  a  Magistrate,  as  such, 
£ame  to  insist  on  the  admission  of,  or  to  sit  a  Pauper  there  ; 
2 — if  I  could  not  persuade  him  by  gentle  means  that  he  had 
no  right  to  do  either,  I  would  smack  the  door  in  his  face 
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and  drive  him  to  his  legal  redress.  Tell  not  me  of  Mr.  Hg 
thoughts,  let  him  shew  his  authority,  or  he  may  as  weii  be 
silent.  So  much  for  Mr.  H's  law  1 

I  will  now  attend  him  to  a  higher  tribunal,  than  a 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions;  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

Mr.  H.  "  receives  information  from  York  (p.  16.) 
P  (which  he  acknowledges  was  as  to  the  material  point 
if  incorrect) — hat  a  petition  had  been  presented  to  the 
*'  House  of  Lords,  praying  that  the  Asylum  might  be 
*'  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  visitors  ;  and  relying 
"  on  this  avowedly  incorrect  report,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
f-  to  present  a  counter  petition,  supplicating  their  Lord- 
"  ships  not  to  listen  to  any  prayer  of  the  said  Governors, 
*c  to  exempt  them  from  the  operation  of  the  proposed  law, 
"  but  rather  that  if  any  alteration  be  thought  necessary, 
U  their  Lordships  would  make  the  law  more  strict  with 
?'  respect  to  the  York  Lunatic  Asylum.''  Such  is  Mr.  H's 
prayer  t — and  such  is  Mr.  H's  compliment  to  the  Governors  ! 
.r—and  all  this  from  a  sense  of  duty. 

So  impudent  a  narration  would  have  been  quite 
incredible,  if  Mr.  Higgins  himself  had  not  reported  it,  and 
when  a  man  proclaims  his  own  folly  he  may  be  entitled  to 
some  belief 

A  private  individual,  on  incorrect  information,  en- 
deavours to  prejudice  an  important  part  of  the  Le- 
gislature against  the  promoters  of  a  measure  of  which, 
he  certainly  knows  not  the  drift,  by  representing  them 
as  undeserving  of  attention,  and  more  worthy  of  Jiog* 
ging  than  of  favour.  Is  it  possible  for  the  human 
mind  to  conceive  any  thing  more  indecent  and  in* 
suiting  to  a  large  and  respectable  body  of  gentlemen  who 
have  no  private  interest  in  view,  and  whose  proceedings  are 
encouraged  by  a  most  dignified  Prelate  ?  But  insult  is 
perhaps  the  least  offence  that  has  been  committed  ;  for 
there  is  no  knowing  to  what  extent  the  mischief  may  have 
gone:  Mr.  R.  has  not  dared  to  publish  the  reasons  he 
has  communicated  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  support  of 
his  prayer,  so  that  the  imagination  is  left  in  the  most  cruel 
torture;  it  fancies  a  thousand  wild  chimeras;  that  the 
Covefnors  have  been  represented  as  a  set  of  lying  varlets  j 
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that  rusty  chains  and  handcuffs  are  in  daily  use  ;  that  human 
brains  are  spurting  in  every  direction;  patients  liking  in 
deadly  noisome  cells  ;  and  the  Doctor  killing  his  Myriads 
lor  the  credits  the  institution  /  / 

Sad  as  this  tale  may  tell,  the  evil  stops  not  here  ; 
iinless  Mr.  Hf  will,  with  all  that  candour  and  impartia  lly, 
which  so  constantly  beguile  him,  disclose  the  correspondence 
he  has  had  with  Mr.  Rose  and  other  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  who  support  "  the  Mad-house  Bill,"  and  seek 
for  information  on  the  subject;  unless  he  will  have  the 
goodness  to  tell  us  what  ingenuous  representations  he  has 
made,  that  we  may  know  whether  he  wns  the  cause  of 
those  severe  remarks  that  have  been  reported  •„  and  whether 
he  has  since  expressed  to  the  Honourable  Members  his  con- 
viction, "  that  (p.  c21.)  the  Institution  is  now  placed  on 
n  the  very  best  footing  as  to  management."  Unless  he  will 
tell  us  the  Truth  and  the  whole  Truth,  it  will  be  no 
easy  matter  to  persuade  those  Honourable  Gentlemen,  that 
another  Bercules  has  done  the  business  and  cleansed  the. 
Augean  stable  by  the  current  of  his  pen. 

Mr.  H.  I  am  convinced  will  be  the  last  man  to  object 
to  accusations, because  they  are  numerous,  I  must,  therefore 
a  word  or  two  on  indelicate  disclosures  ;  whether  this  is 
an  offence  that  incurs  Magisterial  disgrace  must  be  referred 
to  the  judgment  of  the  "  Noble  Earl  and  the  public  at 
large,"  but  this  I  know,— That  it  is  repugnant  to  the  ordi- 
nary forms  of  civilized  society. 

When  large  bodies  of  men  are  collected  for  the  con-, 
sideration  of  an  interesting  subject,  there  will  probably 
exist  accidental  differences  of  opinion.  Some  men  have  a 
warm  way  of  expressing  their  sentiments;  others  are  timid, 
speak  with  hesitation  and  distrust;  but  in  the.  discussions 
that  take  place  in  a  private  room,  (,and  all  rooms  are 
private  where  the  company  is  select,  and  from  which 
strangers  are  excluded)  few  can  bear  to  have  the  part  they 
have  taken,  exposed  to  public  criticism;  their  sentiments  and 
expressions  may  have  been  the  suggestions  of  the  moment, 
and  perhaps  not  very  correctly  arranged.  To  commun'cate 
these  deliberations  unauthorized  to  the  world; — to  name 
*?iame&,  and  publickly  to  impeach  or  justify   what  has 
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been  said,  lias  always  been  considered  a  flagrant  breach  ot 
good  manners;  it  is  the  bane  of  free  communication,  every 
man  speaks  with  a  libel  about  his  neck,  which  he  knowd 
may  be  published  against  him  in  the  next  day's  Journal ; 
it  matters  not  whether  persons  who  indulge  themselves  irt 
this  rudeand  vulgar  way  speak  or  others  in  commendation  or 
reproof.  The  praise  of  some  men  is  oftentimes  as  offensive 
as  their  censure^landdri  a  laudato,  is  the  only  praise  worth 
having  ;-^the  panegyric  of  a  sycophant  who  wishes  to  icorni 
himself  into  notoriety  is  fulsome  and  offensive -but  m 
either  case  it  is  equally  inconsistent  with  decorum*  and  in* 
capable  of  defence. 

\ 

If  it  Wee  not  following  Mr,  H's  example,  parts  of  hi£ 
book  might  be  referred  to,  where  in  the  indulgence  of  this 
unseemly  freedom,  he  has  asserted  "  what  at  the  time 
he  was  writing  he  knew  to  be  unfounded"  and  where 
with  an  affectation  of  concern  and  regret  he  has  insinuated 
that  the  conduct  ot  one  of  the  most  venerable  Governors 
was  not  in  unison  with  his  declared  sentiments ; — and  yet 
these  mutilated  stateim  nts  for  want  of  due  explanation 
receive  credit  m  the  world,  and  are  thought  to  be  correct. 

*Tiiese  remarks  have  extended  farther  than  at  theif 
.commencement  was  expected,  and  may  hi  some  degree 
appear  to  have  been  unnecessary  for  Mr.  H's  pen  ha& 
certainly  this  harmless  merit,  that  it  generally  contradict* 
or  confutes  itself,  or  asserts  what  it  never  proves, 

Mr.  H's  misapplication  of  the  Funds  of  the  Asyluitf, 
which  tie  charges  solrfy  on  the  Physicians,  is  grounded  only 
on  conjecture  ; — and  if  he  had  been  candid  enough  to  refer  to 
Dr.  Best's  statement  of  his  last  profits,  (and  no  doubt  some 
of  his  York  friends  sent  it  to  him)  he  must  know  his  con- 
jecture was  unfounded — and  unless  Mr.  II.  is  authorised  to 
say  what  he  thinks  tit  upon  incorrect  information, he  would 
not  have  positively  declared,  that  (p.-2o.)  "  it  is  known  by 
the  inquirv  of  the  Committee*  that  three  guineas  a  week 
have  been  paid,"  because  this,  I  am  told,  is  not  true.  But 
whatever  Iris  conjectures  or  calculations  may  be,  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Governors  on  the  s'ubject,  has  rendered  them 
all  nugatory. 
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itfartha  Kidd  is  the  only  Pauper,  out  of  100  in  constant 
Residence,  that  appears  to  have  been  neglected  or  ill  used. 
Exceptio  probat  Regulam,— Ergo,  Mr.  H.  has  proved  thai 
all  the  rest  have  been  well  used. 

John  Thirkell  is  the  only  Patient  Mr.  H.  refers  to  who 
had  his  brains  dashed  out ;  how  true  this  fact  is,  let  the 
former  statement  decide — but  suppose  he  had^-Exceptio 
probat  Reg uiamr— Ergo,  no  other  Patients  suffered  the  like 
calamity. 

Ox  the  chains'  he  found,  Mr.  H.  has  gibbetted  his  owri 
fame  by  self-contradiction,— Arte  perit  sua,  nec  lex  esfc 
justior  ulla. 

Mr.  Atkinson  has  frankly  avowed  the  mistake,  in  enume-i 
rating  the  Patients,  to  be  his  own ;  and,  in  consequence,  has 
lost  his  Situation.  Hard  indeed  has  been  his  fate  !  !-£ — And 
doesMr.H.  exultin  the  sufferings  of  acivilized,well-meaning 
man,  whose  merits  or  demerits  have  never  had  if  air  trial  ?—he 
does,  and  publicly  brands  him  as  a  Liar,  without  bringing 
him  and  his  accuser  face  to  face,  (p.  9).  Not  content  with 
privately  telling  him  so,  he  records  him  to  future  ages  as  a 
Falsifier,  on  the  simple  authority  of  an  Old  Woman  who 
told  him  so. — Is  there  any  heroism  in  the  *  Sabres  thus  in- 
suiting  the  Spattle  t 

With  this  little  trait  of  candour  and  impartiality,  Mr. 
XJ.  is  left  to  h  is  own  reflections,  and  to  the  j  udgment  of  that 
Tribunal  to  which  he  appeals—"  Bail  FiUwilliam  and  the 
public  at  large." 

I  will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  after  all  the  clamour 
which  has  been  excited  by  Mr.  H.  and  his  friends,  that  if 
the  existing  Regulations  of  the  Institution  had  been  attended 
to,  (and  I  know  there  was  an  intention  to  bring  them  into 
activity.)  and  the  power  over  the  Servants  transferred  from 
the  Steward  to  the  Apothecary,  where  it  ought  to  have 
been  placed,  all  the  main  purposes  Of  the  New  Code  Would 
have  been  effectually  answered. 

J  CORRECTOR, 

*  Mr.  If.  dees  or  did  hold  a  Commission  in  the  West  York  Militia. 
THE  EN9 


